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Mission Statement 
Our mission is to partner with hospitals, healthcare professionals and patients and families around the 
world to improve the care, safety and quality of life for everyone with a tracheostomy.

Vision Statement 
Safe, effective tracheostomy care on a global scale, achieved through data-driven innovations of 
interprofessional teams of physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists, speech therapists, patients, and families.

Tracheostomy: Official Journal of the 
Global Tracheostomy Collaborative

EDTIORIAL BOARD 
Amy Freeman-Sanderson – PhD, B.App.Sc (Speech Path), CPSP, FHEA 
Linda Morris – PhD, APN, CCNS, FCCM
Major Chandler Moser – PhD, BSN, RN, CNOR
Brian K Walsh – PhD, RRT, RRT-NPS, RRT-ACCS, RPFT, FAARC
Christina Yang – MD, MS
Charissa Zaga – PhD, MPH, BSpPath, CPSP

LEADERSHIP TEAM – GLOBAL TRACHEOSTOMY COLLABORATIVE (GTC)

Advisory Board 
Joshua R. Bedwell, MD, FACS
Tanis Cameron, MA
Antony Narula, MA, MB, BCHIR, FRCS, FRCS (ED)
Brendan McGrath, MB, ChB, FRCP, FRCA, DICM, EDIC, AHEA, 
FFICM, PhD 
David W. Roberson, MD, MBA, FACS, FRCS
Sarah V.  Wallace OBE, FRCSLT, PgDip, MPH hc
Stephen J. Warrillow, MBBS, PhD, EGCOB, GCEH, FRACP, FCICM

Board of Directors
Michael Brenner, MD, FACS, Chair
Erynne A. Faucett, MD FACS
David J. Feller-Kopman, MD
Amy Freeman-Sanderson – PhD, B.App.Sc (Speech Path), CPSP, FHEA 
Darrin J. French, MAM, RRT-NPS 
Prudence Gregson, MHA, B.SpPath
James Lynch, MSc, ACCP, RDN
Kylie McElroy, BA
Michelle Morrison, PhD
Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, RN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, 
FAANP, FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Charissa Zaga, PhD, MPH, BSpPath, CPSP 
Nicole K. Zeitler, JD

Legal Counsel
Colin Zick, JD 

Executive Officers
President – Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, RN, ACNP-BC, 

FCCM, FAANP, FAAN, FFNMRCSI

Vice-President –Amy Freeman-Sanderson – PhD, B.App.Sc (Speech 
Path), CPSP, FHEA

Secretary –Darrin J. French, MAM, RRT-NPS 

Treasurer – Charissa Zaga, PhD, MPH, BSpPath, CPSP

Executive Director – Marisa Snell, BS

Committee Chairs
Patient and Family Committee – Kylie McElroy, BA 
Education Committee – �Michael O’Brien, MSc, RRT-ACCS, RRT-

NPS, RRT-SDS, RPFT, AE-C and  
Sandy Foster, CNC

Communications Committee – Marisa Snell, BS 
Database Committee – Daniel Jensen, MD and Carly Milliren, MPH 
Membership Enhancement

•	 Australasia – Prudence Gregson, MHA, B.SpPath
•	 Europe – �Lien Vanhoecke, MSN, PgCert HM, RN, CNS and 

Noemie Berger, BSc, SLT, PgCert LC, Bobath-NDT
•	 United States – Jennifer Henningfeld, MD

Sponsorship and Marketing – Rosaleen Tulley

Social Media – �Rachael Silveria, MA, CCC-SLP and  
Erynne A. Faucett, MD FACS

EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, 
FCCM, FAANP, FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Ross and Nese College of Nursing and College of 
Medicine, The Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA

Michael Brenner, MD, FACS
University of Michigan Medicine, Ann Arbor, MI

Contents copyright 2026 by The Global Tracheostomy Collaborative 
PO Box 1488, Warrenville, IL 60555

All rights reserved. ISSN 2997-2531 

2



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Message from Editors-In-Chief: Advancing Equity in 
Tracheostomy Care with the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act

Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, FAANP, 
FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Ross and Nese College of Nursing, The Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA, USA
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, College of 
Medicine, The Pennsylvania State University, Hershey, PA, USA

Michael J Brenner, MD, FACS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, University of 
Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA............................................5

Original Research: Tracheostomy clinical pathways 
for mechanical ventilation weaning and tracheostomy 
decannulation
Charissa J Zaga, BSpPath, MPH, PhD
Department of Speech Pathology, Austin Health, Melbourne, Australia
Department of Audiology & Speech Pathology, The University of 
Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

Caroline Chao, BPhysio., M.Physio
Department of Physiotherapy, Austin Health, Melbourne, Australia
Victorian Respiratory Support Service, Austin Health, Melbourne, 
Australia

Jacqueline Ross, BApplSci(Physiotherapy), Grad Dip NSc
Department of Physiotherapy, Austin Health, Melbourne, Australia

Tanis Cameron, MA SL-P
Tracheostomy Review and Management Service, Austin Health, 
Melbourne, Australia

Prudence Gregson, BSpPath, MHA
Tracheostomy Review and Management Service, Austin Health, 
Melbourne, Australia

Christine Knee Chong, BSN, Grad Cert in Critical Care Nursing, MPH
Intensive Care Unit, Austin Health, Melbourne, Australia

Matthew Campbell, MBBS, FRACS
Department of ENT/Head and Neck Surgery, Austin Health,  
Melbourne, Australia

Stephen Warrillow, MBBS, FRACP, FCICM
Intensive Care Unit, Austin Health, Melbourne, Australia

Naomi Atkins, MBBS (Hons), M Bioethics, FRACP
Victorian Respiratory Support Service, Austin Health, Melbourne, 
Australia
Tracheostomy Review and Management Service, Austin Health, 
Melbourne, Australia

Mark E Howard, MBBS, FRACP, GDEB, PhD2,7,11 
Institute for Breathing and Sleep, Austin Health, Melbourne, Australia
Department of Respiratory and Sleep Medicine, Austin Health, 
Melbourne, Australia....................................................................................... 10

Original Research: Development, Implementation, and 
Evaluation of a Novel Low-Cost, High Anatomical Fidelity 
3D-Printed Tracheostomy Care Simulation Model in Rwanda
Nina Patel, MS, MPhil
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University of California,  
San Francisco, CA USA

Kamala Pullakhandam, BA
School of Medicine, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA

Gabrielle Cahill, MD, MPH
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University of California,  
Los Angeles, CA, USA

Scott Drapeau, MA
Maker’s Lab, University of California, San Francisco, CA, USA

John Bukuru, MD
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, Rwanda Military Hospital, 
Kigali, Rwanda

Hirwa Nteyumwete, J.M.V, MD
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, King Faisal Specialist Hospital 
& Research Centre, Saudi Arabia

Aristote Hakizimana, MD
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University of Rwanda,  
Kigali, Rwanda

Aimee Kamaliza, MD
College of Medicine & Health Sciences, University of Rwanda,  
Kigali, Rwanda

David A. Shaye, MD, MPH9,10
School of Medicine, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA

Charles Nkurunziza, MD
University Teaching Hospital of Kigali, University of Rwanda,  
Kigali, Rwanda

Isaie Ncogoza, MD
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University of Rwanda,  
Kigali, Rwanda

Natalie McCall
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda

Jonathan Abaho
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda

Joselyne Nzisabira
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda

Derrick Niyonkuru
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda

Gloria Nishimwe
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda

Eric Uwizeyimana, MD, MGHD
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, Saint Paul’s Hospital 
Millennium Medical College, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Ornella Masimbi, MBBS, MGHD
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda

3



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Mary Jue Xu, MD, MAS
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University of California,  
San Francisco, CA USA

Gratien Tuyishimire, MD
University of Global Health Equity, Kigali, Rwanda
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, University Teaching Hospital  
of Kigali, Kigali, Rwanda............................................................................... 21

Review: Intrahospital Transport of Adults with 
Tracheostomy, Laryngectomy, and other Surgical Airways: 
A Scoping Review of Risks, Processes, and Outcomes
Naomi B Gizaw, BA
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, College of 
Medicine, The Pennsylvania State University, Hershey, PA, USA

Isabel A Snee, BS
Georgetown University School of Medicine, Washington, DC, USA

Naomi NS Walter, MSN, RN, FFNMRCSI
Ross and Carol Nese College of Nursing, The Pennsylvania State 
University, University Park, PA, USA

DeMarcus M Burke, BA
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Jai’el R Toussaint, BS
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Raivat Shah, BS
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery Michigan 
Medicine, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Youssef A Nagaty, BS
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Sarah E Hughes, BS
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Ferdie Z Galicia, BS
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Angela M Fetsko, MSN, RN
Department of Trauma Surgery, Penn State Milton S Hershey  
Medical Center, Hershey, PA, USA

Laura C Nairns, MS, CCC-SLP
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
Penn State Milton S Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, PA, USA

Linda M Williams, RRT
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
Penn State Milton S Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, PA, USA

David Goldenberg, MD, FACS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
Penn State Milton S Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, PA, USA

Michael J Brenner, MD, FACS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP, FCCM, FAANP, FAAN, 
FFNMRCSI
Ross and Carol Nese College of Nursing, The Pennsylvania State 
University, University Park, PA, USA
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Penn State Milton 
S Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, PA, USA............................................... 30 

Practice, Policy, and Implementation: Above Cuff 
Vocalization for Patients with Tracheostomy: An Evidence 
Informed, Interprofessional Practice Guidance (2026)
Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, FAAN, 
FAANP, FFNMRCSI
Ross and Nese College of Nursing, The Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA, USA
Department of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery, College of 
Medicine, The Pennsylvania State University, Hershey, PA, USA

Therese K Cole, MA, CCC-SLP
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation,  
The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD, USA

Kathryn Mattare, RRT
Department of Anesthesia Critical Care Medicine,  
The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD, USA

David J Feller-Kopman, MD, FCCP
Department of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine, Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, NH, USA............................................ 42

Case Reports and Case Series: Emergency caregiver repair 
of a severed tracheostomy cuff inflation line in a patient with 
advanced multiple sclerosis: a case report
Cornelius J Sauerman, MBChB
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
University Hospital Limerick, Dooradoyle, Limerick, Ireland

Lauryn Dooley, BS, BMBS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
University Hospital Limerick, Dooradoyle, Limerick, Ireland

Jane Savage, CNS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
University Hospital Limerick, Dooradoyle, Limerick, Ireland

Joseph P Hughes, MBChB, FRCS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,  
University Hospital Limerick, Dooradoyle, Limerick, Ireland.................... 49 

4


