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Mission Statement 
Our mission is to partner with hospitals, healthcare professionals and patients and families around the 
world to improve the care, safety and quality of life for everyone with a tracheostomy.

Vision Statement 
Safe, effective tracheostomy care on a global scale, achieved through data-driven innovations of 
interprofessional teams of physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists, speech therapists, patients, and families.

Tracheostomy: Official Journal of the 
Global Tracheostomy Collaborative

GUEST EDITOR 
Major Chandler Moser – PhD, BSN, RN, CNOR

EDTIORIAL BOARD 
Amy Freeman-Sanderson – PhD, B.App.Sc (Speech Path), CPSP, FHEA 
Linda Morris – PhD, APN, CCNS, FCCM
Major Chandler Moser – PhD, BSN, RN, CNOR
Brian K Walsh – PhD, RRT, RRT-NPS, RRT-ACCS, RPFT, FAARC
Christina Yang – MD, MS
Charissa Zaga – PhD, MPH, BSpPath, CPSP

LEADERSHIP TEAM – GLOBAL TRACHEOSTOMY COLLABORATIVE (GTC)

Advisory Board 
Joshua R. Bedwell, MD, FACS
Tanis Cameron, MA
Antony Narula, MA, MB, BCHIR, FRCS, FRCS (ED)
David W. Roberson, MD, MBA, FACS, FRCS
Sarah V.  Wallace OBE, FRCSLT, PgDip, MPH hc
Stephen J. Warrillow, MBBS, PhD, EGCOB, GCEH, FRACP, FCICM

Board of Directors
Michael Brenner, MD, FACS, Chair
Erynne A. Faucett, MD FACS
David J. Feller-Kopman, MD
Darrin J. French, MAM, RRT-NPS 
Prudence Gregson, MHA, B.SpPath
James Lynch, MSc, ACCP, RDN
Kylie McElroy, BA
Brendan McGrath, MB, ChB, FRCP, FRCA, DICM, EDIC, AHEA, 
FFICM, PhD 
Michelle Morrison, PhD
Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, RN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, 
FAANP, FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Carl Waldmann, MA, MB BChir, FRCA, FFICM, EDIC
Charissa Zaga, PhD, MPH, BSpPath, CPSP 
Nicole K. Zeitler, JD

Legal Counsel
Colin Zick, JD 

Executive Officers
President – Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, RN, ACNP-BC, 

FCCM, FAANP, FAAN, FFNMRCSI

Secretary –Darrin J. French, MAM, RRT-NPS 

Treasurer – Charissa Zaga, BSpPath, MPH, CPSP

Executive Director – Marisa Snell, BS

Committee Chairs
Patient and Family Committee – Kylie McElroy, BA 
Education Committee – �Amy Freeman-Sanderson, PhD, B.App.Sc 

(Speech Path), CPSP, FHEA
Communications Committee – Marisa Snell, BS 
Database Committee – Christina Yang, MD and Carly Milliren, MPH 
Membership Enhancement

•	 Australasia – Prudence Gregson, MHA, B.SpPath
•	 United Kingdom – �Brendan McGrath, MB, ChB, FRCP, FRCA, 

DICM, EDIC, AHEA, FFICM, PhD
•	 United States – Jennifer Henningfeld, MD

Sponsorship and Marketing – Rosaleen Tulley

Social Media – �Rachael Silveria, MA, CCC-SLP and  
Erynne A. Faucett, MD FACS

EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, 
FCCM, FAANP, FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Ross and Nese College of Nursing and College of 
Medicine, The Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA

Michael Brenner, MD, FACS
University of Michigan Medicine, Ann Arbor, MI

Contents copyright 2025 by The Global Tracheostomy Collaborative 
PO Box 1488, Warrenville, IL 60555

All rights reserved. ISSN 2997-2531 

2



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Message from Guest Editor: Healthcare Beyond the 
Airway

Chandler H Moser, PhD, BSN, RN, CNOR
Director, Center for Nursing Science and Clinical Inquiry, Madigan Army 
Medical Center.................................................................................................5-6

Feature Article: Above Cuff Vocalisation in 
Tracheostomised Patients: Defining Optimal Airflow 
Thresholds Using Computational Fluid Dynamics 

Andreas Michael
Department of Engineering, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK

Rashid Jamshidi, FHEA, CEng, MIMechE
Department of Engineering, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK

Brendan A McGrath, MB, ChB, FRCP, FRCA, DICM, EDIC, AHEA, 
FFICM, PhD
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust, UK

Sarah Wallace
Department of Speech Voice and Swallowing, Manchester University NHS 
Foundation Trust, UK

Rasool Erfani, CEng, FHEA, MIMechE. PhD
Department of Engineering, Manchester Metropolitan University, UK... 7-16

Feature Article: Factors Associated with Decannulation in 
Pediatrics

Füsun Ünal, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Başaksehir Çam and Sakura City Hospital, 
Istanbul, Turkey

Leyla Telhan, MD
Pediatrics, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Burcu Gizem Teber, MD
Pediatrics, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Gözde Cavildak Karaaslan, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Julide Özgür
Pediatric Pulmonology, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Yeliz Koç, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Tuba Karakuş Sert, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Hakan Yazan, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey

Fazilet Karakoç, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Marmara University, Turkey

Sedat Öktem, MD
Pediatric Pulmonology, Istanbul Medipol University, Turkey...............17-23

Feature Article: Out-of-Pocket Costs and Potential Surprise 
Bills for Tracheostomy in Commercially Insured Patients

Nicholas R Lenze, MD, MPH
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, University of 

Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Jasdeep S Kler, MPH
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, University of 
Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

Chamila D Perera, PhD
Department of Biostatistics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, USA 

Karan R Chhabra, MD, MSc
Department of Surgery, New York University Grossman School of 
Medicine, New York, New York, USA

David Goldenberg, MD
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Pennsylvania 
State University College of Medicine, Hershey, PA 

Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, FAANP, 
FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Pennsylvania 
State University College of Medicine, Hershey, PA
Ross and Carol Nese College of Nursing, The Pennsylvania State 
University, Hershey, PA

Michael J Brenner, MD, FACS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, University of 
Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA................................... 24-32

Feature Article: The Lived Experience of Individuals with a 
Tracheostomy and their Caregivers: A Qualitative Analysis

Michael J. Brenner, MD, FACS
Associate Professor, Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery, 
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Chair, Global Tracheostomy Collaborative, Chicago, IL, USA

Chandler H. Moser, PhD, BSN, RN, CNOR
Chief, Center for Nursing Science and Clinical Inquiry, Madigan Army 
Medical Center, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA, USA

Erin Ward, MsEd, CAS
Parent, Family Voice, Global Tracheostomy Collaborative, Chicago, IL, 
USA
Family Liaison, Multidisciplinary Tracheostomy Team, Boston Children’s 
Hospital, Boston, MA, USA
MTM-CNM Family Connection, Inc., Methuen, MA, USA
Co-Founder, TrachCare, Inc.

Ethan D. Sperry, MD, PhD
Patient voice, Resident Physician, Pediatrics and Medical Genetics, 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, USA

Barbara Bosworth, RN
Parent, Family Voice, Global Tracheostomy Collaborative, Chicago, IL, USA

Amy Freeman-Sanderson, PhD, BAppSc, Speech Path
Graduate School of Health, University of Technology Sydney, NSW, 
Australia Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, NSW, Australia
Critical Care Division, The George Institute for Global Health, Sydney, 
NSW, Australia
Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Research Centre (ANZIC-
RC), School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Monash 
University, Melbourne, VIC, Australia
Speech Pathology Department, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, 
Australia

3



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Sarah Allgood, PhD, BSN, RN
Assistant Professor, Johns Hopkins School of Nursing, Baltimore, MD, USA

Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, FAANP, 
FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Associate Dean for Graduate Education and Professor of Nursing, Ross 
and Carol Nese College of Nursing, Penn State University, University Park, 
PA, USA
Executive Director of Immersive Learning and Digital Innovation, Ross 
and Carol Nese College of Nursing, Penn State University, University Park, 
PA, USA
Professor of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, College of Medicine, 
Penn State University, University Park, PA, USA.................................33 - 42

Commentary: A Shared Vision for Tracheostomy 
Care: How the ICN’s Updated Framework Strengthens 
Collaboration

Vinciya Pandian, PhD, MBA, MSN, ACNP-BC, FCCM, FAANP, 
FAAN, FFNMRCSI
Associate Professor, Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery, 
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Chair, Global Tracheostomy Collaborative, Chicago, IL, USA

Michael J Brenner, MD, FACS
Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, University of 
Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI, USA ...................................43 - 48

4


