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Dear Readers,

I am delighted to welcome you to the third issue of the Tra-
cheostomy Journal. This issue includes a message from the lead-
ership of the Global Tracheostomy Collaborative, along with sev-
eral compelling articles.

This issue follows the successful 8! International Tra-
cheostomy Symposium, held virtually on November 1-2, 2024.
The event attracted an international audience, including individ-
uals with a tracheostomy and their families, speech-language
pathologists, respiratory therapists, nurses, social workers, and
physicians. Attendees engaged with visionary keynote speakers,
empathized with stories shared by individuals with a tra-
cheostomy, and discussed clinical questions and initiatives from
hospitals around the globe. The Editorial Board invites and en-
courages attendees and presenters from the Symposium to submit
their manuscripts to the Tracheostomy Journal for peer-review.

This issue opens with a poem titled “The window of hope,’
written by the family member of a person living with a tra-
cheostomy. The poem draws on the emotive impact of tra-
cheostomy on personhood, family dynamics, relationships and
lifestyle. The poem communicates hope and longing for tra-
cheostomy decannulation, speaks to the notion of unconditional
love and caregiver devotion, and captures the plea for healthcare
professionals to view their patients and their families as partners
in care and humanity.

Research to date has demonstrated the immense challenges that
patients and their families face when living with a long-term tra-
cheostomy, and the importance of healthcare professionals and
systemic support.!”> One of the key drivers of the Global Tra-
cheostomy Collaborative is fostering partnerships between indi-
viduals with a tracheostomy, their families, caregivers and health-
care professionals in delivering high-quality tracheostomy care.®
Healthcare professionals are increasingly becoming aware of the
priorities and needs of patients and striving to better address them.

s

Newman et al.” conducted a qualitative systematic review and
meta-synthesis exploring what matters most to adults with a tra-
cheostomy in intensive care units and the implications for clinical
practice.

The second article, “Tracheostomy tube monitoring accessory
to detect accidental decannulation and obstruction emergencies
in ventilator-independent pediatric patients” describes the devel-
opment of a novel pediatric tracheal breathing model system.
This innovation assists in testing new tracheostomy tube technolo-
gies designed to identify emergency events, such as accidental
decannulation and airway obstruction. Tracheostomy-related ad-
verse events in infants and children remain common.8-10 With no
existing effective technology available to address this issue, the
article introduces a new clinically promising option.

The next article, “Difficult airway response team outcomes in
an academic emergency department: a prospective, multidiscipli-
nary airway management cohort study,” examines the implemen-
tation of an interprofessional airway team in the emergency de-
partment of an academic, tertiary center in the United States. This
prospective observational cohort study evaluates outcomes such
as first-attempt intubation success, intubation techniques, and the
need for a surgical airway. Evidence suggests that a dedicated
difficult airway response team can mitigate risks associated with
emergency airway management, and studies to date have high-
lighted improved outcomes with similar airway response teams in
other settings.!1°13

The final article “The challenging complication of acquired
tracheoesophageal fistulas: a case report,” highlights a rare com-
plication of prolonged tracheal intubation or tracheostomy.!413
This case report illustrates the negative sequalae that can occur in
the setting of prolonged hospital length of stay.!0:17

As a speech-language pathologist (SLP), I am inspired by the
increasing emphasis on functional outcomes, communication, and
patient safety highlighted in this issue. Communication is central
to the identity and well-being of individuals with tracheostomies,
and ensuring access to speech, voice, and swallowing interven-
tions is crucial. This issue emphasizes the need for an interprofes-
sional approach to tracheostomy care, where functional outcomes
are prioritized alongside medical and surgical considerations. I
hope this issue encourages readers to continue advancing patient-
centered care through innovative research and collaboration.

Thank you for your support of the Tracheostomy Journal. 1
hope you find this issue both engaging and thought-provoking,
and [ encourage you to consider submitting your own work to fu-
ture editions.

Take care and best wishes,
Charissa Zaga
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